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“Napoleon Hill was one of America’s great, influential thinkers who continues to have an
enormous impact today.” —Steve Forbes, editor-in-chief of Forbes magazineBestselling author
Napoleon Hill reveals the seven principles of good that allow us to triumph over obstacles…and
find success.Using his legendary ability to get to the root of human potential, Napoleon Hill digs
deep to reveal how fear, procrastination, anger, and jealousy prevent us from realizing our
personal goals. This long-suppressed parable, once considered too controversial to publish,
was written by Hill in 1938 following the publication of his classic bestseller, Think and Grow
Rich. Annotated and edited for a contemporary audience by Rich Dad, Poor Dad and Three Feet
from Gold coauthor Sharon Lechter, this book is profound, powerful, resonant, and rich with
insight.

“Napoleon Hill was one of America’s great, influential thinkers who continues to have an
enormous impact today. This previously unpublished manuscript, ably edited and annotated by
Sharon Lechter, reveals how fear and lack of trust can prevent you from achieving success. Free
markets rely on free people and trust.” —Steve Forbes, editor-in-chief of Forbes magazine“What
a perfect time for this masterpiece to be published! Sharon Lechter’s notes bring into focus the
real genius behind Outwitting the Devil and help us conquer fears that bedevil our success.” —
Harvey Mackay, author of the #1 New York Times bestseller Swim with the Sharks Without Being
Eaten Alive“Hill’s teachings are most often associated, in the minds of his modern-day readers,
with prosperity, which translates as money in one’s individual coffers. But truth be told, he has
shared with the world his wisdom of ‘how-to-live principles.’” —Michael Bernard Beckwith,
author of Spiritual Liberation: Fulfilling Your Soul’s Potential and featured in the film and book
The SecretAbout the AuthorBorn into poverty in southwest Virginia in 1883, Oliver Napoleon Hill
was encouraged to write by his stepmother and soon discovered a talent for it. He began
working as a “mountain reporter” for small-town newspapers and went on to become America’s
most beloved motivational author. His classic book Think and Grow Rich had sold twenty million
copies by the time of Hill’s death in 1970 and remains a cornerstone of the modern self-
actualization movement. Before passing, Hill established the Napoleon Hill Foundation as a
nonprofit educational institution, whose mission is to perpetuate his philosophy of leadership,
self-motivation, and individual achievement.
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Susanna Hutcheson, “Popular author teaches how to conquer fears and failure. I was literally
brought up on Napoleon Hill. His writing gave me a grand foundation upon which I built much.
This book, written in 1938, is both great and yet it makes one doubt the author. I'm glad the
publisher and editor left the writing in the exact way it was written and didn't attempt to update
the language. It's good to hear Hill's voice as we remember it, in the way he actually wrote and
talked.I was, however, concerned when he described his meeting with his "other self" and, in
one instance, he became unconscious. Another time he heard a loud noise just before he got his
message from his other self. These are things which, in the light of today, many people will find
too much to take.Moreover, in knowing what we now know about most of the rich people of
which he talks, we know they didn't start their businesses to help others or as a service to others.
We suspect that was a side-effect. Hill, however, says that success results from doing what we
love as a service to others --- then the riches will come. (Ayn Rand fans beware.)It is true the
book was written just as The Great Depression was ending. That makes it especially appealing
today as we struggle in The Great Recession. And much of what he says certainly is inspiring
and motivational at this unique time in history. Yet, one can see why his family didn't want the
manuscript published because Hill sounds a bit loony in parts of the book. But, alas, hang on.
There's a method to his madness.There is greatness here too. He, like so many others, lost
everything in 1929. He saw no way to continue to teach his wealth philosophy when people were
filled with fear of poverty. "This thought came to me one evening while I was sitting in my
automobile, in front of the Lincoln Memorial on the Potomac River, within the shadow of the
Capitol. With it came another thought: The world had staged an unprecedented depression over
which no human being had control. With that depression had come to me an opportunity to test
the philosophy of self determination, to the organization of which I had devoted the better portion
of my adult life. Once more I had the opportunity to learn whether my philosophy was practical or
mere theory."He said he discovered he'd lost his courage and initiative. He lost his enthusiasm.
"Worst of all, I was sorely ashamed to acknowledge that I was the author of a philosophy of self-
determination, because down deep in my heart I knew or thought I knew, that I could not make
my philosophy pull me out of the hold of despair in which I found myself."Fortunately, he admits
he didn't know if the devil he interviewed was real or imagined. To talk of a devil today to a
secular world is rather silly. But to see a devil as our own inner fears is more acceptable.I read
the devil to be negative thoughts that are in 98 percent of the human race. (The figure given in
the book.) That leave 2 percent without negative thinking, which is about the percentage of the
highly successful at the time he wrote the book if my figures are close to correct.Fear is the killer
of greatness. Hill knew that. In one question he asked the devil, you sense this."Q. Go ahead and
describe your clever tricks, Your Majesty.A. One of my cleverest devices for mind control is fear. I
plant the seed of fear in the minds of people, and as these seeds germinate and grow, through
use, I control the space they occupy. The six most effective fears are the fear of poverty,



criticism, ill health, loss of love, old age, and death."I find that most telling. Was he calling fear
the devil?The devil says then that positive thinking neutralizes him/her/it. Hill's devil loves
poverty and ill health. Such people are easy to control. "An unhealthy body discourages
thinking," says Hill's devil.But then the devil says he (the devil) fears the Rockefeller fortune.
Why, asks Hill. Because they give so much to fight disease. They do so much good. I wonder
what he would say now about how that fortune is being used to gain control of the world through
the Council on Foreign Relations, the Trilateral Commission, Bilderbergers and disgraceful
actions during and after World War 2? The respect once held for these people has long since
been replaced with knowledge of the truth. Hill was not aware of this when he wrote his books.I
felt the book used this interview with the devil to show what caused failure and unhappiness in
people. And, of course, how the opposite creates wealth and happiness.But, before you think
this is a religious book, you'll be interested to know that the devil reveals the biggest, best way
he has to take control of people --- though religion! ". . . I break down independent thought and
start people on the habit of drifting, by confusing their minds with unprovable ideas concerning a
world of which they know nothing. It is here also that I plant in the minds of children the greatest
of all fears --- the fear of hell!"Unfortunately, Hill's devil (or Hill?) contradicts himself, causing the
reader to doubt the whole thing. In one place Hill writes through the devil that Hell is here on
earth and is man made --- that there is no hell fire, etc. Yet a bit later, the same devil says,
"Drifting is also the habit through which I take over their souls after they give up their physical
bodies."I find this contradiction unfortunate in what otherwise is an excellent book.In some parts
it sounds naive in the light of some seven decades. And yet, truth be told, the laws of nature
never change. Just as H2O will always be water. The causes of failure will never change. And I
can think of no better time to read this gift from Napoleon Hill then now. Regardless of what you
may think of the way it's written, you'll take something deeply valuable from it, something that
could change your life.And yet, there is a concern for those who studied Hill decades ago. Hill
was so enamored of men like Henry Ford. He called him good and moral. Henry Ford, however,
was abhorrent. He hated Jews. He owned an anti-Semitic newspaper. He was a friend of Hitler
and his name fondly mentioned in Mein Kampf.So, one has to wonder, what kind of man was
Hill? Was he gullible or was he just like these men he admired? And can we believe what he
penned?The reader will have to judge. In the meantime, there is much wisdom, lots of inspiration
and motivation for those who look for it in this book.-- Susanna K. Hutcheson”

Matthew, “The best book I've ever read. Hands down the best book I've ever read”

Steven, “Outwitting the Devil. Outwitting the Devil, by Napoleon Hill, does not read like a classic
novel about good and evil, pain and pleasure, or success and failure. There is no archetypical
hero to root for, nor villain to hate. Those needing a happy ending, where the good guy wearing
the white hat rides to the rescue (the adult version of the fairy tale) may find this book
disappointing. This is more of a "choose your own adventure" book. Therefore, the reader



should be prepared to pony up a bit, in the intellectual honesty department.The more serious
reader is uniquely drawn into considering the possibility we've been intelligently designed and
created to be the masters of our own fate and, as such, the reader is also challenged to consider
the inherent responsibilities and thought processes such a paradigm entails. Napoleon Hill
conveys his ideas through an imagined and most enticing Q&A session he has with the Devil
himself. The quality of the questions Hill deftly asks of the Devil leaves little maneuvering room
for the Devil to avoid giving truthful answers. This powerful and dynamic Q&A exercise more
than suggests that thoughtful and strategic questioning can be more important and relevant than
the perceived "source" of the information. In this case the "source" of the information is the Devil
which may scare away those readers who are apprehensive and fearful of truly "knowing their
enemy." Hill suggests, much like the cartoon character Pogo aptly stated, "We have met the
enemy, and the enemy is us" or more apropos to Hill's observations; we have met the Devil, and
the Devil is us.The concept that makes this book a hard read for the faint of heart and those
desiring 'someone' to rescue them from their failing paradigms, rather than taking personal
responsibility, is that the power of the Devil can only manifest itself in our lives if we lend the
Devil our energies. Outwitting the Devil suggests that we lend the Devil our energies, by default,
when we are careless with our thoughts, words, and actions. In so doing, we "drift" along
through life with the rest of the herd (society at large). Hill poignantly portrays, in his Q&A with
the Devil, the various thought traps that can cause us to "drift" over to the dark side.The idea of
lending our energies to the dark side through careless thoughts, words, and actions correlates
quite nicely with biblical scripture in Proverbs that tells us, "For as he (man) thinketh in his heart,
so is he..."Outwitting the Devil advises the reader that we must consciously choose associates
with complimentary values to our own otherwise it will be more difficult, if not impossible, to
maintain the "definiteness of purpose" critical to achieving happiness and success. If we allow
ourselves to get sucked into the negative vortex of the "drifters," we risk becoming "drifters"
ourselves. Takeaway: If you want to help a "drifter," don't become one.Books, such as this one,
written in a period of history (the Great Depression) that seems to rhyme with our current
economic condition have many benefits. History often points out to us that successful men such
as Napoleon Hill and the icons of his generation are not always successful all of the time or in
every aspect of their lives. Knowing the principles of successful living and having the courage to
comprehensively apply them may seem to be more aptly suited to our childhood comic book
super-heroes and somewhat out of our reach. This book illustrates, however, that we all have
the capacity to achieve our dreams and we are our own unsung heroes every time we find the
courage to overcome our own personal fears. By releasing ourselves from our chronic fears and
the underlying negative thoughts that sponsor them, we offer hope and inspiration to others to
do the same. So, if we need to find either a hero or a villain to give our own life story a happy
ending, we need to look no further than the nearest mirror and look at the reflection in it. That's
where the buck truly stops.Outwitting the Devil offers the reader the awareness and tools
needed to better manage their thoughts, words, actions, and outcomes. It's a great book and



well worth the price of admission.----Steven Wallace, co-author of The END TIMES Hoax and
the Hijacking of Our Liberty”

Joubinize, “A very interesting concept to enlighten people that are very religious.. Apart from the
person constantly intersecting there opinions each chapter it is a very very good audio book”

D Garcia, “The Devil lying in full force. This audiobook was excellently performed by the two
main characters. The interview with the Devil is extremely convincing, philosophically
stimulating, and enlightening.I should warn everyone that it is clear that the Devil is lying in his
interview. He showed this specifically when he claimed that his #1 tactic was actually #2, then he
admitted to lying. Throughout the interview he disperses truth and lie deftly, but if you pay
attention and you think for yourself you will catch it. Interestingly "thinking for yourself" is the best
defense against the Devil and the application has to happen actively while listening to the Devil
himself speak. In other words, this book can be a trap, or it can be liberating.The editor of the
book ruined the pace with her pointless comments of no value. Every once in a while she would
say something that might be seen as additive, but 99% of the time they were inane repetitions of
what the narrator had just said, followed by a silly or obvious question. It was quite jarring.”

My Books, “Its All In Your Thinking!. That's the basic message of Hill's book - develop the right
thinking habits, positive and constructive, then back your thinking up with action to get the
results you want.Don't be a spectator of life, be a participant!The book focuses on Hill's
imagined conversation with the devil. Written whilst the author was alive, it was not published at
the time for fear it would cause too much offence!Get the book, read it!Keep in mind, Hill was
commissioned by Andrew Carnegie to interview 500 of America's most successful and wrote his
other and now very famous and renowned book based on those interviews.Also, I recommend
the Conversations With God series by Neale Donald Walsch. They are the same format as this
book, but the imagined conversations are between the author and his idea of what a god is and
how that god would respond to the author's questions. Beware, the Conversations With God
series are in general critical of religious theologies!My other recommend reading -TNT: The
Power WithinGrow Rich While You SleepThe Power Of Your Subconscious Mind”

Sam Gerrans, “Interesting read - despite best attempts of the "editor" to ruin it. Hill is an
interesting writer. This book was hidden away for about 70 years because the author – and then
his widow after him – feared it would be misunderstood. Finally, it has been published. But rather
than just publishing the book, it was felt necessary to inject it with some Political Correctness
and related nonsense first. Sharon Lechter has "edited" Hill's work by "updating" the text (i.e. she
changed "men" to "men and women" throughout) and injected her touchy-feely (and somewhat
tediously orthodox) worldview to the mix. Her contribution does not make the result completely
unreadable, but it would have been a lot better with it.”



Kevo, “Definiteness of purpose - a must read - one of the best. If you’re looking for something
different in the self helo space this book is definitely it. I’ve read Think and Grow Rich by the
same author. This is nothing like that.Written in the style of a conversation between a man and
the devil the story unfolds in intricate detail about how “the devil” stops us all from achieving our
wants and desires. The book goes into great detail to explain how we get derailed and as well as
that how to get back on track.I’d recommend buying two copies and a notebook. One copy to
make margin notes in and a spare to give to a friend. The notebook for all the additional notes
you’ll want to take from it.Has it changed my life? Absolutely. Few books have had an impact on
me like this has. I’ve developed a “definiteness of purpose” mindset thanks to this book.To get a
taste of tbe book check out the YouTube version which has it narrated by two people. You’ll get a
good feel for the book and its style from that.I’d rate this ten out of ten. One of the best books I’ve
read.”

Ian Howlett, “Unusual, and well worth a read. A very unusual book. A few parts are a little dated
and not relevant now, but the vast majority is absolutely spot on! When you consider this was
written in 1938 (but not published until 2011) it's amazing how accurately Hill's comments and
predictions turned out to be, and how depressing that a lot of things he complained about back
then still haven't changed!The style is quite easy to read, and is intriguing. It's broken up well, so
you can read little parts here and there when you have time, without disrupting the flow too
much.It's perhaps slightly repetitive, and could have been made a little more concise, but it's well
worth a read. Hill covers some topics in this book, such as Hypnotic Rhythm, that I haven't seen
him cover elsewhere, at least not using the same language.The main message of the book is
that drifting, without definiteness of purpose, will have you claimed by the devil!”

The book by Napoleon Hill has a rating of  5 out of 4.7. 3,508 people have provided feedback.
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